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When I look at a landscape I 

cannot help seeing all its 

defects…

If Nature had been comfortable, 

mankind would never have 

invented architecture.”
Oscar Wilde





From cave to canopy







Ritualization of life



Domesticating Nature



Shelter to shed





Çatalhöyük, first known depiction of ‘urbanization’, discovered by James Mellaart in 1964



Secondary routing via the roof in northern Ghana 









Compound to community



Middle age fortifications





The city in the garden







A pivotal moment



A first self-portrait of humankind: 
one of the historic first color 
photographs of the entire disc of 
Planet Erath, captured by ATS III
on 18 November 1967 









The Sovjet operetta Cherry Town (Черемушки / Cheryomushki), with music by Dmitri Sjostakóvitsj was
adapted into a satirical piece of propaganda by Gerbert Rappaport‘s in 1963. The film closes with an
explosives expert being catapulted to his lover on a balcony after blowing up the last remaining datcha.

Shostakovich himself wrote to a friend days before the opening in 1956:
“I am behaving very properly and attending rehearsals of my operetta.
I am burning with shame. If you have any thoughts of coming, I advise you to think again.
It is not worth spending time to feast your eyes and ears on my disgrace. Boring, unimaginative, 
stupid. This is, in confidence, all I have to tell you.”
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Villa Vals
Switzerland
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Candidates for Biosphere 2 
project with test modules.
The project was funded by 
Edward P. Bass, 1988
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