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Mission Soil Update

Mission Soil

The Horizon Europe Mission A Soil Deal for Europe’ (Mission Soil) has
now entered its fifth year of implementation, continuing to strengthen
Europe's research and innovation ecosystem for healthy soils. Since
2021, the Mission has launched 7 Work Programmes, including five joint
topics with the EU Missions Climate, Oceans & Waters, and Cancer as
well as the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative. To date, over 400
proposals have been evaluated, resulting in 75 projects, with a total EU
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contribution of EUR 542 million. 45 Living Labs have been established,
involving over 500 sites, and 20 more are expected as a result of the
2025 calls. These projects and Living Labs bring together over 1,000
participating entities, including universities, research organisations,
SMEs, land managers, public authorities and civil society organisations.
Together, they are accelerating the development and uptake of innovative
solutions for soil health across Europe. Beyond research, the Mission
continues to expand its community of practice. The Mission Soil
Manifesto has now been signed by around 800 legal entities and
around 3,100 individuals, demonstrating a growing commitment to pro-
tecting and restoring Europe's soils. The network of Mission Soil
Ambassadors also continues to grow, helping raise awareness, fos-
ter local engagement and connect communities with the Mission's
objectives.

At the same time, the Mission is strengthening knowledge sharing. The
Mission website will soon feature the Knowledge Hub — a central reposi-
tory of soil resources, data, projects results, case studies, and much
more designed to facilitate knowledge exchange and evidence-based im-
plementation across Europe.

First Mission Soil Investment Forum puts soil finance in
the spotlight
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On 30 June, the first Mission Soil Investment Forum took place in
Brussels, bringing together around 140 participants onsite and over 100
online, for a landmark discussion on financing healthy soils across
Europe.

The Forum brought together investors, policymakers, financial institu-
tions, researchers, businesses, philanthropies and land management
practitioners to explore how innovative business models, financing mech-
anisms and strategic partnerships can accelerate the transition towards
healthy and resilient soils. Particular attention was paid to the role of
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measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) systems, recognising
that robust soil monitoring and reliable impact measurement are essential
to build investor confidence, demonstrate outcomes and unlock financing
for soil health solutions. Discussions also highlighted how the Soil
Monitoring Law, that recently entered into force, establishes a common
framework to support these efforts.

The Forum also provided an opportunity to showcase successful initia-
tives, startups, Living Labs and innovative business models from across
the soil ecosystem. Through short pitches and practical examples, partici-
pants demonstrated that natural capital investments can already deliver
tangible, measurable impacts, providing concrete evidence for investors
seeking scalable opportunities. The recordings of the event are available
on the Mission Soil platform website and on the dedicated event
website.

Mission Soil calls for proposals 2026

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/agri/newsletter-archives/77858

3/19


https://mission-soil-platform.ec.europa.eu/news-events/mission%20soil%20investment%20forum%202026
https://missionsoilinvestmentforum.eu/resources
https://missionsoilinvestmentforum.eu/resources

8/6/26, 12:02 PM Mission Soil Newsletter n11 - July 2026

b T

Mission Soil continues to strengthen research and innovation
through dedicated Horizon Europe calls for proposals. The 2026
Mission Soil Work Programme will make available €101 million across
seven topics, including new calls on soil monitoring, Al-driven decision-
support systems, antimicrobial resistance, Living Labs and soil resilience
to extreme weather events in collaboration with the Mission on Climate
Adaptation. The single-stage calls are open until 23 September 2026,
while the second stage of the two-stage calls closes on 15 September
2026.

Recordings from the Horizon Europe Info Days — EU Missions are
available, providing an overview of the 2026 funding opportunities under
the Horizon Europe Work Programme 2026—2027. The sessions covered
all five EU Missions, including the Mission Soil, and offered practical
guidance on the new calls for proposals and the application process for
prospective applicants.

Manifesto update

The Mission Soil Manifesto has now gathered around 3,900 signa-
tures worldwide, including around 800 legal entities. The full list of
signatory organisations is publicly available here.

We are pleased to welcome some of our latest signatories, including the
Greek Bioeconomy Council (Greece), Ente Parco Regionale dell'olivo di
Venafro (ltaly), Zero Waste Montenegro and Economias BioRegionales
(Spain).

Our growing community brings together local and regional authorities,
private companies, research institutes, civil society organisations and
other public bodies, all united by a shared commitment to healthier, more
resilient soils.
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Click here to sign the Manifesto and become part of the Mission Soil
community!

Mission Soil presented in the European Parliament

e LUsa0N EURDPEENKE

The Mission Soil was presented and discussed in the European
Parliament’'s Committee for Agriculture and Rural development (AGRI),
where Mission Manager Diego Canga Fano highlighted the importance of
soil health for resilient agriculture and food security. The discussion ex-
plored links to water resilience, the One Health approach, Mission Soil
Living Labs, and the need to further support farmers in adopting sustain-
able soil management practices. Click here for more information.

Project News

iICOSHELLs Announces Open Call Winners
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The Mission Soil funded project iCOSHELLs
(Innovative Co-creation Soil Health Living
Labs) has selected 13 innovative projects
from 148 proposals across 23 countries to
receive nearly €900,000 in funding. The win-
ning initiatives will be integrated into six
Living Labs across Europe, where they will
test and demonstrate practical solutions for
improving soil health, including innovations
in soil restoration, salinity reduction, erosion
control, carbon monitoring, and sustainable
agriculture, contributing to the Mission Soil
objectives.

iCGSHELLs

SOILCRATES Showcases the Role of Healthy Soils in
Sustainable Viticulture

The Mission Soil funded project
SOILCRATES (SOil Innovation Labs: Co-
Regenerating And Transforming European
Soils) contributed to the technical confer-
ence “Situacién Actual de la Vitivinicultura in
Guadix”, Spain, bringing together stakehold-
ers to discuss the future of sustainable viti-
culture. The project highlighted the impor-
tance of healthy soils for climate resilience,
sustainable land management and agricul-
tural productivity, while demonstrating how
Living Labs foster collaboration between re-
searchers, farmers, public authorities and lo-
cal communities to develop practical, place-
based solutions for the wine sector.

TRAILS4SOIL Launches Open Call for Farmers
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The Mission Soil funded project
TRAILS4SOIL (Rebuilding soil health
through Regenerative and Conservation
Agriculture) has launched an open call invit-
ing farmers across nine European countries
to participate in Living Labs focused on re-
generative and conservation agriculture.
Selected participants will receive financial
support of €5,000 per cropping season for
three seasons, while testing sustainable
farming practices that improve soil health,
strengthen climate resilience and contribute
to the long-term environmental and eco-
nomic sustainability of agricultural systems.

InBestSoil Webinar Explores Policy and Governance for Soil
Health

The Mission Soil-funded project InBestSoil
(Monetary Valuation of Soil Ecosystem
Services and Creation of Initiatives to Invest
in Soil Health: Setting a Framework for the
Inclusion of Soil Health in Business and in
the Policy Making Process) hosted a webinar
examining how policy, governance and in-
novative business models can accelerate the
transition towards healthy soils. Bringing to-
gether experts from European institutions
and research projects, the discussion fo-
cused on the implementation of the EU Sail
Monitoring Law, incentives for sustainable
soil management, financing mechanismes,
and governance approaches that support
the long-term adoption of soil-friendly prac-
tices across agricultural, forestry and urban
landscapes.

POLICY & GOVERNANCE
Insights & Takeaways FOR SOIL BIODIVERSITY
AND SOIL HEALTH

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/agri/newsletter-archives/77858
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Soil Community Webinar Highlights the Role of Soil
Microorganisms

The Soil Community Platform, developed
through the Mission Soil-funded InBestSoil
(Monetary Valuation of Soil Ecosystem
Services and Creation of Initiatives to Invest
in Soil Health: Setting a Framework for the
Inclusion of Soil Health in Business and in
the Policy Making Process) and BIOservicES
(Linking Soil Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Functions and Services in Different Land
Uses: From the Identification of Drivers,
Pressures and Climate Change Resilience to
their Economic Valuation) projects, hosted a
webinar exploring the role of soil microor-
ganisms in supporting healthy and resilient
ecosystems. Experts presented the latest re-
search on soil biodiversity, microbial moni-
toring, metagenomics and soil food webs,
highlighting the importance of harmonised
methodologies, functional diversity and sci-
ence-based approaches to support effective
soil monitoring, sustainable land manage-
ment and the implementation of European
soil policies.

Insights & Takeaways

ISLANDR - Roadmap to EUSO: Charting the Path Towards a
Harmonised European Soil Data Ecosystem

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/agri/newsletter-archives/77858

8/19


https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/agri/redirection/item/949477/en/3197?no-intermediate-page=1

8/6/26,12:02 PM Mission Soil Newsletter n11 - July 2026

The Mission Soil funded project ISLANDR
(Information-based Strategies for LAND
Remediation) has published its Deliverable
D1.4 "Roadmap to EUSO", examining how
soil contamination data from across the
European Union can be better harmonised,
shared and made interoperable through the
European Soil Observatory (EUSO). Drawing
on lessons from established frameworks
such as the Water Framework Directive and
the Ambient Air Quality Directive, as well as
national experiences from France, Italy and
Greece, the deliverable sets out concrete
recommendations to support Member
States in meeting the requirements of the
new Directive on Soil Monitoring and
Resilience (Soil Monitoring Law). It highlights
the importance of FAIR data principles, se-
mantic interoperability, open web services
and shared vocabularies in building an EU
Soil Health Data Portal capable of serving
policymakers, scientists and citizens alike.
This work reinforces the European
Commission's ambition, under the Mission
Soil, to safeguard soil health across the
Union by 2050.

LOESS: Soil Health Education in Europe
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The Mission Soil funded project LOESS (Lit-
eracy boost through an Operational
Educational Ecosystem of Societal actors on
Soil health) brought together educators, re-
searchers and civil society for a roundtable
on soil health and preparedness, reflecting
on how to embed soil literacy more firmly
into schools, universities, vocational training
and society at large. The discussion built on
LOESS's work developing pedagogical re-
sources and policy recommendations to
close the gap between existing teaching
materials and the soil-related knowledge
that citizens actually need, in support of the
Mission Soil.

SOBA4ES Publishes Handbook for Harmonised Soil Health
Monitoring
The Mission Soil funded project SOB4ES (In-

tegrating Soil Biodiversity to Ecosystem
Services: Testing Cost-effectiveness of Soil

Biodiversity Indicators and the Provision of SOIL HEALTHA

Soil Biodiversity-based Ecosystem Services ASSESSMENT

to Build Better Land Management Solutions AND RE-EVALUATION
that Effectively Implement the EU Soil (SHARE) PROTOCOLS
Strategy) has published the Soil Health HANDBOOK =D
Assessment and Re-Evaluation (SHARE) R ”,‘5')

n FAES

Protocols Handbook, providing har-
monised, scientifically validated methods for
monitoring soil health across Europe.
Covering physical, chemical and biological
soil indicators, the handbook supports re-
searchers, farmers, land managers and poli-
cymakers in implementing consistent soil
health assessments, contributing to the ob-
jectives of the Mission Soil and the future
EU framework for soil monitoring.
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Discover the Soil Community platform

Developed by the InBestSoil and
BIOservicES projects, the Soil Community
Platform brings together the European soil
health community to share knowledge, col-
laborate and access resources on topics in-
cluding soil monitoring, policy and business
models. Join us on the button "more".

Soil News

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: 15 Years of Cross-Border

Business Exchange

The European Commission is marking the
15th anniversary of the Erasmus for

Young Entrepreneurs (EYE) programme, Erasmus for Young

which has supported nearly 12,000 busi- Entrep reneurs
ness exchanges across more than 45 coun-

tries. The programme connects new or as-
piring entrepreneurs with experienced busi-
ness owners abroad, fostering skills devel-
opment, knowledge exchange and in-
ternational partnerships. It also offers valu-
able opportunities for Mission Soil partners,
both as participants and hosting organisa-
tions, as demonstrated by success stories
from across the agri-food sector.

Become an expert evaluator for EU-Funded Research and

Innovation Projects
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The European Commission is inviting spe- -
cialists in social sciences and humanities to
join its database of independent experts and
contribute to the gvaluation and monitoring Biences &
of EU-funded projects under programmes 'humanities
such as Horizon Europe. Selected experts
play a key role in assessing research and in-
novation proposals, while benefiting from
professional networking opportunities, re-
muneration and the chance to help shape
future European research and innovation
initiatives.

We are looking
for experts

European Commission Launched Women in Farming
Platform

The Women in Farming Platform currently
brings together 460 members from 25 EU
Member States. The membership is made up
of farmers (managers and employees), work-
ers in the agricultural processing and mar-
keting sectors as well as workers in on-farm
rural businesses. Farm advisors, mentors for
rural women entrepreneurs, accountants for
farmers, agronomists, agricultural engineers,
researchers on agriculture as well as on
women in agriculture, National CAP
Network members and representatives of
LEADER and Local Action Groups (LAG) are
also included in the platform. The first meet-
ing took place online on 30 June 2026.

Call for contributions to the EU_ERPlot initiative

Researchers are invited to contribute soil erosion plot data to the relaunched
EU_ERPIot initiative, led by the EU Soil Observatory (EUSO). The initiative seeks
to expand a harmonised, open-access database of plot-scale erosion measure-
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ments collected across Europe, supporting soil erosion research and evidence-
based policymaking. The deadline for contributions is 31 December 2026.

Policy Updates

EEA Briefing Highlights the Economic Benefits of Climate-
Resilient Agriculture

A briefing from the European Environment
Agency (EEA) highlights how climate-re-
silient agricultural practices can help sta-
bilise farm incomes while improving soil
health, food security and ecosystem re-
silience. Drawing on 51 case studies from
across Europe, the report emphasises the
need for targeted investment, stronger gov-
ernance and long-term policy support to
help farmers transition to more sustainable
and climate-resilient farming systems.

European Commission Publishes Guidance for Sustainable
Farming Under the Future CAP
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The European Commission has published
new guidance to support Member States in
designing agri-environmental and climate
actions (AECAs) under the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2028-2034.
Drawing on lessons from the current CAP
Strategic Plans, the report outlines practical
recommendations to develop more effec-
tive, farmer-friendly measures that reward
sustainable farming practices, strengthen cli-
mate resilience and contribute to the EU’s
environmental and climate objectives.

Commission adopts certification methodologies for carbon
farming under the CRCF Regulation

The European Commission has adopted the
first certification methodologies for car-
bon farming under the Carbon Removals
and Carbon Farming (CRCF) Regulation,
establishing clear technical rules for certify-
ing carbon farming activities across the EU.
Covering agriculture and agroforestry on
mineral soils, peatland rewetting and
restoration, and afforestation, the method-
ologies provide a consistent, transparent
and credible framework that will help farm-
ers, foresters and land managers access new
financing opportunities while supporting cli-
mate resilience, biodiversity and sustainable
land management.

Upcoming Events

Soils for Europe Conference to Showcase Research and
Innovation for Healthy Soils
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The Soils for Europe conference, co-organised by Mission Soil projects, will
bring together researchers, policymakers, practitioners, industry representatives
and civil society to exchange knowledge on the latest advances in soil health.
The conference will feature discussions on key Mission Soil objectives, includ-
ing soil biodiversity, climate resilience, sustainable land management, monitor-
ing, innovation and Living Labs, while showcasing research and solutions devel-
oped across Europe.

Date ‘ 07/09/2026 - 11/09/2026
©  Venue ‘ Coimbra, Portugal

International Conference on Sustainable Development
2026

The International Conference on Sustainable Development 2026 (ICSD
2026) convenes experts from academia, policy and practice to explore innova-
tive approaches to sustainable development. With a programme spanning en-
vironmental, economic and socio-cultural sustainability, the conference of-
fers an opportunity to exchange knowledge on topics including soil health, cli-
mate resilience, biodiversity and sustainable resource management. Mission
Soil stakeholders attending the event will have the opportunity to engage with
the wider sustainability community and showcase initiatives contributing to
healthier soils and the achievement of the SDGs.

Date ‘ 09/09/2026 - 10/09/2026
©  Venue ‘ Rome, Italy

EU Agri 2040 Conference to Shape the Future of
Sustainable Agriculture

The EU Agri 2040 Conference will bring together policymakers, researchers,
farmers, and industry representatives to discuss the future of sustainable agri-
culture and food systems in Europe. The conference will contribute to shaping
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the EU’s future research and innovation priorities for 2028-2034, with dedicat-
ed discussions on healthy soils, resilient water systems and nutrient manage-
ment that align closely with the objectives of the Mission Soil.

Date ‘ 24/09/2026 - 25/09/2026
©  Venue ‘ Brussels, Belgium

EU Agri-Hackathon 2026

The EU Agri-Hackathon 2026 will bring together innovators, farmers, re-
searchers, developers and entrepreneurs to create digital solutions for the fu-
ture of agriculture. Organised by the European Commission, the hackathon will
focus on reducing administrative burden, improving farm data management
and supporting more efficient and sustainable farming. Winning teams will
present their ideas at the EU Agri-Food Days 2026. The deadline for applica-
tion submission is 31 August 2026, 12:00 noon CEST (UTC+2).

Date ‘ 16/10/2026 - 18/10/2026
© Venue ‘ Online

SoilValues and InBestSoil Final Conference

Mark your calendars! The SoilValues Final Conference, organised jointly with
the sister project InBestSoil, will bring together researchers, policymakers,
practitioners, land managers, businesses, and other stakeholders to share key
results from both projects, exchange knowledge, and discuss future perspec-
tives on advancing soil health through innovative business models. Whether
you have been involved in the project from the beginning or are interested in
the latest developments in soil health and sustainable land management, this
event will be an excellent opportunity to connect, learn, and shape future
discussions.

Date 28/10/2026 - 28/10/2026
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©  Venue ‘ Brussels, Belgium / Online

European Mission Soil Week 2026

The fourth European Mission Soil Week will be hosted this year by Teagasc
and the Irish Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Organised
by the European Commission, the event will bring together policymakers, re-
searchers, farmers, businesses and other stakeholders to exchange knowledge,
showcase innovative solutions, and strengthen collaboration on soil health. The
conference will explore key topics including Living Lab sustainability, scaling up
practical results, strengthening knowledge transfer from research to practice
and policy, and building a robust soil-health innovation and financial
ecosystem.

Date ‘ 17/11/2026 - 18/11/2026
© Venue ‘ Dublin, Ireland

Soil Health Now! 2026 Conference

The Soil Health Now! 2026 conference will bring together researchers, policy-
makers, practitioners and businesses to explore the latest advances in soil
health. As the final event of the Al4SoilHealth project, the conference will fea-
ture keynote presentations, workshops, demonstrations and field activities fo-
cused on innovative approaches for measuring, monitoring and improving soil
health through science, technology and data-driven solutions.

Date ‘ 07/12/2026 - 10/12/2026
© Venue ‘ Thessaloniki, Greece
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Resources & Readings

Nature publication on Pesticides and Soil Biodiversity

A new Nature publication, authored by EUSO team members, delves into the
critical issue of how pesticides affect the delicate balance of soil ecosystems.
This research is pivotal, as it highlights the urgent need for sustainable agricul-
tural practices that protect and preserve soil health, which is essential for food
security and environmental sustainability. The study has also been recognised
with the honour of gracing the cover of the latest issue. The dataset associated
with the study is available on ESDAC.

Re Soil foundation report on Best Practices for Soil Health

On 18 June, on the occasion of World Desertification Day, a report on “Best
Practices for Soil Health” was presented in Rome by the Re Soil Foundation, a
partner of Mission Soil funded projects such as ECHO. This collaborative effort
brings together contributions from agronomists, researchers, environmental
experts, and farms committed to soil regeneration through innovative and sus-
tainable practices. The book shows concrete examples that successfully com-
bine environmental sustainability, innovation, and economic competitiveness.

New study explores how farm management influences soil
carbon

A new study published in Global Change Biology shows that sustainable agri-
cultural practices, including organic farming, manure application and diverse
crop rotations, can help increase soil organic carbon across Europe. The find-
ings provide new evidence to support carbon farming and soil health policies.
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EUSO Annual Bulletin 2025

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) has published the EUSO Annual Bulletin 2025,
highlighting the European Union Soil Observatory’s key achievements in sup-
porting EU soil policy and advancing knowledge on soil health. The report out-
lines EUSO’s contributions to the implementation of the Soil Monitoring and
Resilience Directive (SMRD), the EU Soil Strategy for 2030, the Mission Soil ini-
tiative and the Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming (CRCF) Regulation. It also
showcases progress in expanding soil data, monitoring tools, scientific research
and stakeholder engagement. For further insights into EUSO’s activities and
contributions to EU soil policy, explore the EUSO Annual Bulletin 2025.

JRC Policy brief "Unlocking the Carbon Farming potential
via a new generation of Monitoring, Reporting, Verification
(MRV) systems™

This policy brief highlights how innovative approaches combining soil and for-
est inventories, earth observation, artificial intelligence, and process-based
models can improve the accuracy and cost-effectiveness of certification, help-
ing to build a trusted voluntary carbon market.
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